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FROM THE EAGLES NEST

Ann Hollis, USAF LtCol (Ret)
Tucson Chapter President

At the January 23 meeting, Col Tom Owens
stepped down as President of the Tucson
Chapter after two years. At that time, we
elected Lt Col Ann Hollis, as our new
President and Capt Chuck Vaughan as
Treasurer. We still need to reelect the
remaining Board members, including a new
Secretary and Legislative Liaison, both of
which are board positions. Please step
forward and volunteer to help us.

At the February 27 luncheon meeting, Dena

Kilgore, MOAA Program Director, Council,

and Chapter Affairs, will be visiting and will
give an update on
national activities. As
Program Director of
Affiliated Councils &
Chapters, Dena Kilgore
directly supports MOAA’s
network of more than 400
active and engaged
councils, chapters, virtual
chapters, and satellite
chapters.

The meeting will be held at The Hungry Fox,
4637 E. Boardway and Swan. It begins at
1130 a.m., and you can order off the menu,
which can be found at the above link. There is
plenty of parking.
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You do not need to be a MOAA member to
attend. If you know someone who is a
national MOAA member but not in our
chapter, please encourage them to attend this
informative update.

The MOAA Vail meeting is scheduled for
Saturday, February 15, at Del Lago Golf
Restaurant in Vail. We have added new
members and look forward to others joining.
The next meeting is on Saturday, March 15, at
the same location.

On Wednesday, February 19, at 1500, Navy
Week 2025 is coming to Oro Valley. It allows
the Navy to showcase the Navy Band
Southwest and the USS Constitution color
guard team. They will also recognize Vietnam
War-era veterans of all services and U.S.
Navy Gold Star family members in the Tucson
area. At the ceremony, Vietham veterans of all
services will be asked to come forward and
receive a pin commemorating the 50"
anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War.
The Heroes Memorial is at 810 W. Naranja
Drive (Naranja Park).

The Tucson Veterans Stand Down is on
March 5. Tucson Veterans Serving Veterans
needs your help to supply veterans coming
out of homelessness with new hygiene
products and new or gently used clothing.

The following items are in critical short supply:
Continued on page 3


https://thehungryfoxrestaurant.com/

Upcoming Tucson Chapter Meetings

February 27: Dena Kilgore

MOAA Program Director, Council & Chapter Affairs
Venue: The Hungry Fox / Time: 1130
4637 E. Boardway

March 27: UofA ROTC Awards
April 24: Major Randy Phelps
A Vietnam Story
May 22: Speaker TBD

Chapter members with Pima County Superintendent of
Schools Dustin Williams following his excellent and
informative presentation at the January 23 meeting..
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MOAA Tucson / Vail
Meeting

MOAA Tucson / Vail will hold its next
meeting Saturday, February 15 at Del
Lago Golf Restaurant, in Vail, at 1130.
Please let me know if you will attend and
please invite any military officers (active
or retired) you know to attend. Please
come and participate.

We have added new members and look
forward to others joining.

Col Tom Owens

Past President, MOAA Tucson Chapter
520-400-9561 cell
https://tucsonmoaa.org/

https://www.dellagogolf.net/

TUCSON BOARD MEETINGS

The Tucson MOAA Board meets the first Wednesday of the month, at 2 p.m. via ZOOM.
Members are invited to submit items for consideration not later than one week prior to the
meeting to the President at annhollis@usa.net. If you desire to participate, please email
rorvik@orvik.com to receive the access link.
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The Eagles Nest...continued from page 1

soap, shampoo, lotion, sunscreen, toothpaste/toothbrushes, skin care, razors, shave cream,
feminine hygiene, lip balm, and sunglasses. There is also a need for career suits, shirts,
slacks, ties, blouses, skirts, shoes, handbags, casual men's and women's wear, hats, shoes,
work boots, rain gear, and jackets. Only new socks and underwear can be distributed

The chapter used a MOAA Community Grant for this in 2024. If you can help, contact Mart
Shaffer at mitseazelk@gmail.com or 520-490-9045.

Several members have not sent in their 2025 dues. If you are one, please get in touch with
the Membership Chair, Randy Long, Capt USAF (Ret), PhD (614) 595-5532, RLLong@att.net,
to get the process rolling.

| hope to see you at the February 27 luncheon.
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

By Ann Hollis, Tucson Chapter Legislative Chair

As the new Congress convenes, legislation must be reintroduced, reviewed, and reassessed.
MOAA is actively tracking key issues, and new calls to action will be available soon. Check into
the MOAA website frequently to stay up to date.

MOAA urges us to act on two Congressional actions in the Advocacy Center.

The first is asking your representative to cosponsor the Support Military Families Act,
introduced on February 5 by Virginia Congressmen Rob Wittman (R), Vice Chairman of HASC,
and newly minted Eugene Vindman (D), a member of HASC. The Act, if passed. would ensure
that military spouses who work for the federal government can keep their jobs and support
their servicemembers and families. More information and the bill's text can be accessed from
this article on the MOAA website

The second asks us to urge our lawmakers to protect federal employment protections for
military spouses to ensure the OPM and OMB protect the valued contributions of military
spouses' federal work. This got partial relief on January 12, when the Administration bowed to
intense pressure from military families and legislators to recognize the unique challenges that
spouses married to qualifying service members, diplomats, and others working in national
security must move frequently to remain with their families.

They also ask for input on whether you will be impacted when community pharmacies leave
the TRICARE network.

This year's Advocacy in Action will be on April 9, 2025. The MOAA Board has not finalized the
top three priorities to discuss with the Senate and House offices.

Arizona: SB1155: Income Tax; Subtraction; Uniformed Services has been assigned to three
Arizona Senate committees: Finance, Appropriations, and Rules. Section 43-1022 legislation
changes Armed Services to Uniformed Services in defining the income tax exemption for both
active-duty in paragraph 11 and those eligible under paragraph 26c¢, a key goal for MOAA state
chapters these past few years. The legislation, if passed, will codify that active-duty USPH and
NOAA officers who are state residents will be eligible

Contact your state senators and the chairman of the three committees and urge them to fast-
track SB-1125’s approval, send it to the Senate floor for passage, and forward it to the House.

You can copy and paste the following into your email (consider tailoring for your perspective):

As a veteran, | am encouraging you to support SB1155 which will provide parity for all
members of the Uniformed Services to include commissioned members of the United
States Public Health Service (USPHS) and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) who are currently serving the citizens of Arizona. SB1155 will bring
USPHS and NOAA active duty pay in line with the other services as it is currently for their
retired pay. Your support in passing this legislation this session will be greatly appreciated.

The three committee chairs are: Finance: J.D. Mesnard — JMESNARD@AZLEG.GOV,
Continued on page 4
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Legislative Update continued from page 3

Appropriations: John Kavanagh — JKAVANAGH@AZLEG.GOV, Rules: Warren Petersen —

WPETERSEN@AZLEG.GOV

Your AZ legislators can be found on the AZ Legislature members page.

Is your voter registration up-to-date? The Pima County Recorder’s Office maintains a Election

Calendar page with links.

Two Tucson city elections are coming up in March. The first, Prop 414, concerns a local V2
cent, 10-year sales tax for public safety and attendant quality of life improvements. This is a
mail ballot only, which will be mailed to all eligible voters, regardless of whether currently
signed up for mail balloting. There is an in-person site on March 11, 800 E 12" St. If you do
not receive the ballot and want to vote, be prepared with proof of registration.

WHO CAN JOIN THE MOAA TUCSON CHAPTER?

MOAA membership is open to all officers, commissioned or warrant, whether on active duty, retired,
former, reserve or national guard and their surviving spouse of all the eight uniformed services,
including the Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Space Force, Coast Guard, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and the Public Health Service. To join the Tucson Chapter,

click the Join Our Chapter button on our Chapter’s home page: http://www.tucsonmoaa.org/.
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MOAA
Tucson
Chapter
Mission

. Advocate and

support MOAA
national goals.

. Advocate and

support the
Arizona and
metro Tucson
programs,
activities, and
proposed
legislation.

. Encourage and

promote a spirit
of volunteerism
and participation
in programs and
activities
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Budget Update

By Polly Parks, The Territorial Editor

In January 2023, Congress suspended the debt ceiling of $31.4 trillion until January 1, 2025.
According to the Treasury Department website, “The debt limit is the total amount of money
that the United States government is authorized to borrow to meet its existing legal
obligations, including Social Security and Medicare benefits, military salaries, interest on the
national debt, tax refunds, and other payments.”

In mid-December 2024, during the negotiations on extending the Continuing Resolution (CR)
on the FY2025 budget, then-incoming President Trump demanded that the debt limit be
abolished. House Speaker Mike Johnson attempted a compromise two-year suspension.
Thirty-eight Republicans, including four from Arizona, crossed the aisle and joined Democrats
in voting the proposal down.

On January 2, 2025, then-Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen reinstated the ceiling at $36.7
trillion. On January 23, then-Acting Secretary David Lebryk notified Congress “that, by reason
of the statutory debt limit, | will be unable to invest fully the Government Securities Investment
Fund (G Fund) of the Thrift Savings Fund, part of the Federal Employees' Retirement System,
in interest-bearing securities of the United States... By law, the G Fund will be made whole
once the debt limit is increased or suspended. Federal retirees and employees will be
unaffected by this action.”

Scott Bessant was confirmed as Treasury Secretary on January 27. Mr. Lebryk, as manager
of the vast federal payment system, had been resisting Elon Musk's DOGE aide's access to
that system, was put on administrative leave and abruptly resigned on January 31. On
February 3, the Treasury debt limit page was no longer updated as to the daily number of
“extraordinary measures” the Treasury was undertaking. At that date, out of 336 total
measures, there were 133 remaining. The window for the extraordinary measures ends on
March 14.

The government does not have a fully funded FY2025 budget. Until it is passed, it will operate
on FY2024 allocations. The second FY2025 CR will expire on March 14

Congress is responsible for raising the limit or suspending the debt ceiling and passing the
FY2025 Budget. If Congress does not pass the FY2025 budget or enact another CR, or if the
President refuses to sign, and the negotiations start over, the government will shut down
except for essential personnel. This affects both direct hires and contractors.

When it restarts, the ability to move funding around will be limited by already expended
allocations and whether it is another CR or the full budget. The first budget the Trump
Administration can substantially shape is the FY2026 budget, and the Administration has
missed the February 2 statutory deadline to submit it to Congress.

The Constitution gave Congress the purse strings. These two fiscal issues are the
responsibility of Congress. The administration cannot do this by fiat. As citizens, we must urge
our elected officials in Congress, on all sides of the aisle, to prioritize getting the immediate
fiscal house in order. Pass the bipartisan FY2025 budget; the NDAA is already signed into law.
Pass the necessary legislation to reset the debt limit for a limited time
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Surviving Spouse & Personal Affairs

By Polly Parks, Surviving Spouse Liaison

The Surviving Spouse Virtual Chapter (SSVC) next meeting will be on February 18 at 5 pm
Eastern time. It will be an unstructured meeting where members share issues, information,
and ideas. March 18, 2025, at 1 p.m. Eastern time: Maj Gen. April Vogel, MOAA
Government Relations Vice President, will be the SSVC guest speaker. Her topic will be
Advocacy in Action (AiA). The information she presents should motivate our membership to
participate virtually in AiA. Using the MOAA website Advocacy Path, we can influence our
congressional representatives concerning issues that the MOAA focuses on this year. Contact
MOAA Surviving Spouse Virtual Chapter at MSSVC02@gmail.com if you want to join.

It will probably be a little while before it is clear whether the VA/DoD virtual Survival Forum
survives. However, the DoD Survivor Symposium is scheduled for Friday, February 21, from
noon to 3 pm EST. The symposium provides survivors and service providers a platform to
learn and gain information about various important topics. During the event, experts will:
o Discuss updates from the Defense Finance Accounting Service and the Department of
Veterans Affairs.
e Provide details about the online survivor benefits reports.
« Give an overview of financial counseling and how it can benefit survivors.
« Consider tax implications for deceased military personnel and property tax abatements
for surviving spouses.

D-M RAO Meeting

Wing Commander office: The Mosaic Lightning readiness exercise is underway. On
February 27", Space South Command will be activated, and Davis-Monthan will have its
own Space Command on base. The Space South Command will be small initially but is
planned to expand to full complement by FY30.

Heritage Flight will be February 27-28. Expect a lot of traffic. Thunder & Lightning Over
Arizona Air Show is the weekend of March 22-23. For more information, including What to
Bring, Prohibited Items, Entry and Exit FAQs, and General Event FAQs, please visit the
official Davis-Monthan 2025 Airshow page. Please keep in mind that the Commissary parking
lot will be closed.

A regulation change in December 2024 ended the ability to bring family members through
base gates using a USID or CAC card. All members without military ID must register at the
Visitor's Center with their own government-issued ID.

Even if you have a USID with an indefinite expiration date, the Next Gen USID will be
required by the beginning of 2026.

The Pharmacy has a new tweak to the “Q-Anywhere” feature. If your phone does not have
internet connectivity, the Pharmacy can text the link; to activate, use the DoD ID number on
your USID card. Remember, Q-Anywhere can only be used during the Pharmacy's open
hours.

The D-M on-base VSO reports that rumors are swirling about what benefits will be available
once the new Administration settles in. We are still in FY2025, though operating under a
Continuing Resolution, which expires March 14. Congress has to approve or rescind any
allocated funding.
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. STRY MEALTY

TUCSON CHAPTER OFFICERS

(http://www.tucsonmoaa.org)

President: Ann Hollis, USAF LtCol (Ret), 520-749-3573; / annhollis@usa.net

1st Vice President: Gerald Petersen, LTC USA (Ret), 520-250-1914,
cactushome1@earthlink.com

2nd Vice President: John Davee, Col, USAF (Ret), 520-275-7864, kiddavee@gmail.com

Personal Affairs/Veteran Committee Rep.: Ann Hollis, USAF LtCol (Ret), 520-749-3573; /
annhollis@usa.net

Legislative Chair: Vacant Secretary: Vacant

Treasurer: Charles Vaughan, CAPT. USN, (Ret) 505-553-4364/Chuck.vaughan@comcast.net
Membership Chair: Randy Long, Capt USAF (Ret), PhD (614) 595-5532, RLLong@att.net
Scholarship Chair: John Davee, Col, USAF (Ret), 520-275-7864, kiddavee@gmail.com

ESGR Chair: Ross Orvik, CDR, USN, (Ret),510-393-9359 / rorvik@orvik.com

Surviving Spouse Liaison; Territorial Editor: Polly Parks, 703-338-6881/
pollyparks@earthlink.net

Chaplain: Bette Ludlow, 520-207-3755, bettyludlow@yahoo.com

Webmaster: Charles Vaughan, CAPT. USN, (Ret) 505-553-4364/Chuck.vaughan@comcast.net
Past President: Tom Owens, Col, USAFR, (Ret), 520-760-3476/owensttt@gmail.com

MOAA Tucson Chapter Mission Volunteer to be a MOAA Mover
1. Advocate and support MOAA national Tucson Chapter needs Your Help

goals. Our MOAA programs and their quality depend
2. Advocate and support the Arizona and on the voluntary efforts of our memp_ers. We
' metro Tucson programs, activities, and need a volunteer for two Board positions:
proposed legislation ’ ’ Legislative Chair and Secretary. Please
' consider lending your LEADERSHIP AND
3. Encourage and promote a spirit of VOICE to the Chapter teams.
volunteerism and participation in programs
and activities beneficial to Tucson civic and
military communities.

Contact Tucson Chapter President Ann Hollis
at annhollis@usa.net.

Never Stop Serving: Contact Your Legislator and Urge
Them to Support the All-Volunteer Force

LOCAL VA CONTACTS

Southern Arizona VA Health Care System
(SAVAHCS) 520-792-1450 or 1-800-470-8262

Suicide Prevention Coordinator 520-792-1450 D-M AFB CONTACT NUMBERS

extension 6415
. Base Welcome Center 520-228-4886
Caregiver Support Program 520-629-1822 | ¢ " 0 4 Referral Services 520-228-5690

extension 5390 .
. . D0 ID/CAC card processing 520-228-4425
Patient Advocate Office 520-629-1819 Base Exchange 520-748-7887

Care in the Community 520-792-1450 exten- Commissary 520-228-3116

sion 6555 . Y ies .
\ .. Retiree Activities Office 520-228-5100
Women’s Health Clinic 520-629-4885 VSO 520-275-7633

Center for Development & Civic Engagement
520-629-1822
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